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IN HONOR OF THE ORATORIO

SOCIETY OF QUEENS

HON. GARY L. ACKERMAN
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, May 20, 2002

Mr. ACKERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to honor and pay tribute to The Oratorio Soci-
ety of Queens on the occasion of its 75th an-
niversary.

As one of the oldest performing arts institu-
tions of Queens, The Oratorio Society has es-
tablished itself as a leading chorus group in
the County. Since its establishment in the
Spring of 1927, its membership has grown in
number and programs have increased in qual-
ity.

Among its many accomplishments, The Ora-
torio Society of Queens offers outlets for the
interests of amateur musicians in the commu-
nity; assists local schools with their musical
programs and development; promotes an ap-
preciation of classical music in the community;
and contributes to the overall quality of life in
Queens County by providing the residents of
New York’s premier borough with first-class
cultural entertainment.

Practicing and performing without interrup-
tion through the Great Depression and briefly
interrupted during World War II, this choral so-
ciety illustrated early on its commitment to pro-
viding quality entertainment to the borough of
Queens. Through diligent work, and with
beautiful voices, the choral group has helped
countless New Yorkers forget about their trou-
bles and live life as usual during some of our
nation’s most trying times.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to honor the mem-
bers of The Queens Oratorio Society and to
pay tribute to an organization that has made
Queens a much richer and more enjoyable
place to live. I ask that all of my colleagues in
the United States House of Representatives
join me now in congratulating The Queens Or-
atorio Society President, Ardelle Donohue, Ar-
tistic Director, David Close and all members,
both past and present, on their 75 years of en-
riching the lives of the people of Queens.
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HONORING DR. RICHARD D.
NICHOLS, ON HIS RETIREMENT

HON. JOHN D. DINGELL
OF MICHIGAN

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, May 20, 2002

Mr. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
recognize Dr. Richard D. Nichols on the occa-
sion of his retirement from the Henry Ford
Health System.

Dr. Nichols began his career with the Henry
Ford Health System on July 1, 1967, when he
became a member of the Otolaryngology. He
received both his undergraduate degree and
medical degree from the University of Michi-
gan. Dr. Nichols completed his internship and
General Surgery residency at St. Joseph
Mercy Hospital in Ann Arbor and graduated
from his Otolaryngology residency from the
University of Michigan in 1967.

In 1971 Dr. Nichols was named Chairman of
Otolaryngology, one of the youngest physi-
cians to chair a clinical department at Henry
Ford Hospital. He has continued to be a pio-

neer in his field. Dr. Nichols performed the first
cochlear implants at Henry Ford Hospital.

Dr. Nichols has a wide variety of clinical in-
terests, but is best known for his expertise in
salivary gland disease and tumors of the head
and neck. He has excelled in his department,
but Dr. Nichols’ leadership extended to the ad-
ministration of both the medical staff and hos-
pital. He also played a major role in estab-
lishing the first medical staff compensation
committee, serving as chairman for many
years.

Mr. Speaker, not only has Dr. Nichols had
a deep impact within the Henry Ford Health
System, but he has also been recognized for
his contributions to teaching. He was instru-
mental in creating the first regular specialty ro-
tation at Henry Ford Hospital for students from
the University of Michigan.

Mr. Speaker, as Dr. Nichols leaves the
Henry Ford Health System, and in honor of his
many professional achievements, I would ask
that all my colleagues rise and salute his serv-
ice to the people of Southeast Michigan.
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INTRODUCING A BILL REGARDING
PRESIDENTIAL GIFTS

HON. PATSY T. MINK
OF HAWAII

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, May 20, 2002

Mrs. MINK of Hawaii. Mr. Speaker, today I
introduce a bill to help eliminate the appear-
ance of quid-pro-quos that always arise when
the President accepts a gift.

The President of the United States accepts
over 15,000 gifts every year on behalf of the
people of the United States. These gifts are
expressions of goodwill and a sign of respect
for the office of the Presidency. Surprisingly,
the President may accept gifts from citizens
with little government oversight.

Federal employees who receive gifts must
abide by the Ethics Reform Act of 1989. Rep-
resentatives and Senators must follow the
code of ethics established by their respective
Ethic Committees. The President should have
a similar code regarding all domestic gifts.

My bill will cover the President and First
Lady by the gift rules currently used by Sen-
ators. Under my bill, the President or the
spouse of the President may accept a gift that
has a value of less than $50. Other gifts will
be accepted on behalf of the United States
and will be treated as the property of the peo-
ple of the United States.

I urge my colleagues to cosponsor this bill
and help eliminate even the appearance of im-
propriety that could come from accepting gifts.
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HANK STRAM-TONY ZALE AWARDS

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY
OF INDIANA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, May 20, 2002

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, it is my dis-
tinct pleasure to announce that the Silver Bell
Club, Lodge 2365 of the Polish National Alli-
ance of the United States, will be hosting the
29th Annual Hank Stram-Tony Zale Sports
Award Banquet on May 20, 2002, at the
Radisson Hotel in Merrillville, Indiana. Four-

teen outstanding Northwest Indiana High
School athletes will be honored at this notable
event for their dedication and hard work.
These exceptional students were chosen to
receive the award by their respective schools
on the basis of academic and athletic achieve-
ment. All proceeds from this event will go to-
ward a scholarship fund to be awarded to
local students.

This year’s Hank Stram-Tony Zale Award
recipients include Sandra Bolles of Lake Sta-
tion Edison High School, Michael Cieslak of
Highland High School, Meredith Cusic of Low-
ell High School, Adam Itczak of Hanover Cen-
tral High School, Jeremy Krzekotowski of
Bishop Noll High School, Lisa Matie of Hobart
High School, Katie Mosca of Hammond Mor-
ton High School, Rebecca Nelson of Lake
Central High School, Craig Olis of Merrillville
High School, Ryan Orzechowicz of Crown
Point High School, Brandon Powell of Griffith
High School, Francis Raycroft of Whiting High
School, Kristy Siminski of Portage High
School, and Anne Wirtz of Andrean High
School.

The featured speaker at this gala event will
be Mr. Mike Adamle. A Chicago NFL star
turned broadcaster, Adamle serves as Sports
Director for CBS 2 News. He joined the station
in the fall of 2001 and covers sports for the
evening newscasts. Adamle’s Chicago roots
date back to 1968, when he came to the
‘‘Windy City’’ to play football for Northwestern
University. After Adamle graduated in 1971,
he went on to play for the Kansas City Chiefs
(1971–72) and the New York Jets (1973–74),
before returning home to play for the Chicago
Bears (1975–77). Adamle has been recog-
nized for excellence in journalism throughout
his career. His many honors include the Illinois
Associated Press Award for ‘‘Best Feature’’
(2001), a Peter Lisagor Award for outstanding
sports coverage (2001), and two local Emmy
Awards for his coverage of the Chicago Auto
Show (2001, 2000).

Mr. Speaker, I ask you and my distin-
guished colleagues to join me in commending
the Silver Bell Club, Lodge 2365 of the Polish
National Alliance of the United States, for
hosting this celebration of success in sports
and academics. The effort of all those involved
in planning this worthwhile event is indicative
of their devotion to the very gifted young peo-
ple in Indiana’s First Congressional District.
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A PROCLAMATION RECOGNIZING
TIMOTHY L. CURRY

HON. ROBERT W. NEY
OF OHIO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, May 20, 2002
Mr. NEY. Mr. Speaker, Whereas, Timothy L.

Curry has devoted himself to serving others
through his membership in the Boy Scouts of
America; and

Whereas, Timothy L. Curry has shared his
time and talent with the community in which
he resides; and

Whereas, Timothy L. Curry must be com-
mended for the hard work and dedication he
put forth in earning the first Eagle Scout
Award for Troop 257 since 1944;

Therefore, I join with Troop 257 and the en-
tire 18th Congressional District in congratu-
lating Timothy L. Curry as he receives the
Eagle Scout Award.
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